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BETHLEHEM BIBLE
COLLEGE TURNS
FORTY

his year is BethBC's fortieth year. We are reminded of Moses statement
to Israel in Deuteronomy 2:7 - "The Lord your God has blessed you in all
the work of your hands...These forty years the Lord your God has been with
you, and you have not lacked anything."

4

Scholarships
Needed

With the initial donation by Pastor Earl
Morgan followed by other donations, and
a willingness of other pastors and
missionaries living in Jerusalem and
Bethlehem to teach the first cohort of
students, BethBC officially had its
beginning in 1979. The vision of Dr.
Bishara Awad alongside the action of the
other local and international leaders
served as a springboard to where BethBC
is today as a College. Never doubt the
impact of a small action, as the Lord is the
one who multiplied the seed gift of twenty
dollars into a College that is now the only
institution of its kind in the West Bank.
The faithfulness of the Lord and His
people's financial support is evident.
Will you provide a student scholarship?

The generosity and faithfulness of the first twenty dollar donation sparked more than
a financial campaign to raise funds for what later came to be known as Bethlehem Bible
College. This act of obedience, generosity and faithfulness set in motion a movement that
involved other people, both locally and internationally, to continue the work of
establishing a college that would help train future Christian leaders in Palestine.
We are reminded of what Jesus said in his parable in Luke 16:10, “Whoever can be
trusted with very little, can also be trusted with much.” They realized that they started
small, and their desire was to be faithful in stewarding the funds to sustain the
development of future students to be trained in the way of Jesus. They are seeing the
increase of their influence, and consider it a privilege to be entrusted with more as the
College continues to grow.
The ongoing journey of faithfulness continues as they celebrate the 40th year anniversary
of Bethlehem Bible College. The modest donation of twenty dollars and a team of devoted
local leaders with a heart for God and His people, have now seen the fruit of their
faithfulness. BethBC gives thanks for those that have stepped out in faith to partner with
them in their mission of training, advocating and modeling Christ to the students so that
they may impact the community around them in such a way that reflects the heart of God.
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JOIN US FOR THIS YEAR'S
BETHLEHEM ENCOUNTER
October 18 – November 2, 2019

Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus, is also home to a small Christian community within a Muslim majority.
This trip offers the opportunity to meet and interact with individuals and grass roots community groups involved in issues of
peace, justice, reconciliation and care for the marginalized.
Learn of the biblical and historical importance of the Holy Land, the local church, and the current realities and challenges of
Palestinians and Israelis whose lives are impacted by the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.
Based in Bethlehem, participation supports the Bethlehem Bible College and local ministries and enhances understanding of
the Bible and the complex problems of this region.
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

Cook and savour a traditional Palestinian meal with inspiring women living in a refugee camp.
Explore biblical sites in Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Hebron, Jericho, Nazareth, the Galilee…
Help a Palestinian family with their olive harvest.
Gain biblical, historical and cultural insights into the Palestinian/Israeli conflict.
Interact with special needs children and young adults at the House of Hope and L’Arche.
Float on the Dead Sea and sail on the Sea of Galilee.
Visit Yad Vashem (Holocaust museum) and Musalaha (reconciliation ministry).

For details and an application please contact:
Beverley Timgren
btimgren@compuserve.com
647-571-2959
Paul Estabrooks
paule@rogers.com
519- 473-4267
Cost: Cdn $3,600.00 (all-inclusive except travel insurance and personal expenses)
(Note: based on 10 – 12 participants, cost may be adjusted according to US$ exchange)
This is a board approved "Mission Trip." The cost will be a tax receiptable mission contribution.
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Shepherd Society’s 10th Visit
to Serve Refugees in Jordan!
Fourteen of Bethlehem Bible College’s students, along with the Head of
the Shepherd Society, Sari Ziedan, and the Academic Dean Vice President
Gabriel Hanna, went to Jordan recently to serve among the Syrian
refugees there.
It is the tenth time that the Shepherd Society, along with BethBC and the
help of the Alliance Church in Al-Mafraq, has organized ministries to the
refugees in Jordan. The Shepherd Society goes every year to stand with the
refugees. They show them love by listening to them in their pain, praying
with them, and giving them basic supplies like food and blankets.
Sari Zeidan, the leader of the group and the head of the Shepherd Society,
said that those seven days were life changing for the students, and that
they showed the love and light of Jesus to every refugee they met:
“Our visits were amazing; people were very welcoming, and what helped
us the most is that the local Alliance Church had built good relationships
with the refugees, so they welcomed us and were very generous with us.”
Sari added: “The refugees are losing hope. It has been a while that they
have been in Jordan. They can’t work, study, travel, and they feel that life
gave up on them. That was the hardest thing to feel and hear from them.
We tried our best to comfort them, listen to their stories and feel their
pain.”
On this visit, the Shepherd Society specifically helped two Syrian women
who are starting a new sewing project on their own. They knew from the
Alliance Church that these two women are very talented in sewing, and
gave them the money to start their own projects.
The Shepherd Society is planning another ministry trip to Jordan later
this year in October, God willing, and they need more funds for this upcoming trip. This is your opportunity to make a difference in needy lives.

PRAYER REQUESTS:
➢ Pray for faculty, staﬀ and students at
BethBC as they work on concluding
projects for this semester.
➢ Pray for Musalaha and their manyfaceted reconciliation programs
including women, youth & children.
➢ Pray for the much-needed student
scholarships at BethBC...especially for
online students.
➢ Pray for HOPE Outreach of Canada’s
need for volunteer Development helpers
across Canada.
➢ Pray for the peace of Jerusalem (Psalm
122:6) and the peace of Bethlehem.
➢ Pray for the faith and safety of some
on-line Muslim background students.
Two students dropped out from the
BethBC program...one when the police
caught him, saw his correspondence
with BethBC and exposed his Christian
faith. After he was tortured by the police,
he gave up his faith out of fear.
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MUSALAHA Summer Camps Project - 2019
Musalaha summer camps are open to children from
all ethnic and religious backgrounds. As they have
increased the number of camps, there is a greater
diversity in the demographic makeup of both the
campers and the leaders. This has been an exciting
development and they're grateful for this opportunity
to bring a wider range of children together.
Musalaha’s camps are also becoming known in new
cities and villages, with various groups and
organizations inviting them to their communities. Due
to this demand, this year they have decided to
host two weeks of camp in Bethlehem instead of one.
Compared to other cities throughout the West Bank,
Bethlehem is a much more open community. The new
campers, who will come from as far as the northern
West Bank to attend the camps, add welcome diversity
as they are from Muslim backgrounds. Games,
craft activities, and trained leadership attract them
to attend the camps. The children also receive
the invaluable teachings on biblical principles
from Galatians chapter five, about the fruit of the spirit
and accepting one another.
Some of the parents come and choose to sit in the
back during the lessons, learning alongside their
children. The messages taught are a stark contrast to
what they see daily on social media, or the attitudes of
racism, intolerance, and exclusivism that they
encounter in their daily lives.
One parent last year shared the following with the
West Bank Camp Coordinator, “You have no idea
what your teaching and enthusiasm did for me. I
came here this morning disappointed and feeling
miserable, but your teaching changed my attitude!”
The mother then hugged the Camp Coordinator
and began to cry. Because her child was able to
attend camp last year, she learned about healthy
responses to the harmful attitudes mentioned above
- love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

Our thanks to HOPE Outreach donors who faithfully support these
summer camps. They include Jewish and Muslim kids as well as
Christians from both sides of the wall. We want to financially fund a
complete children's camp this coming summer. That will be an
approximately $10,000 project. Will you help again this year?

Donate securely through our new website: www.hopeoutreach.ca. While there you can learn more about
our ministry partners in the Holy Land. Be sure to see the video “Shepherd Society Among Refugees."
HOPE Outreach of Canada
PO Box 32010 RPO Northland
London, ON N5V 5K4
Phone: 519-473-4267
Email: oﬃce@hopeoutreach.ca

