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BETHLEHEM BIBLE
COLLEGE CELEBRATES
FORTY YEARS

his year BethBC celebrated forty years of God's faithfulness on November 1st
and 2nd. They were reminded of Moses statement to Israel in Deuteronomy
2:7 - "These forty years the Lord your God has been with you, and you have
not lacked anything."

Scholarships
Needed

With the initial $20 donation by
Pastor Earl Morgan, Bethlehem
Bible College officially had its
beginning in 1979. The
vision
of
Dr. Bishara Awad alongside
the action of the other local and
international leaders served as a
springboard to where BethBC is
today as a College. God multiplied
the seed gift into a College that is
now the only institution of its
kind in the West Bank. The
faithfulness of
the
Lord and
His people's financial support is
evident. Will you donate today to
needed student scholarships?

Today Bethlehem Bible College is impacting approximately 200 students. Some
are on-line students from 20 different Arabic speaking countries. A group
of their campus students have just returned from a fruitful ministry trip to
neighboring Jordan ministering among refugees from Syria and Iraq. The
college aims to transform the hearts of these students in addition to their
intellects.
The school's humanitarian arm, The Shepherd Society, is getting ready
for another Christmas season in Bethlehem preparing 400 sizeable food
baskets for impoverished families. You can make a gift on-line on our secure
website to help. Designate it for category number 3 - BBC Shepherd Society.
Bethlehem Bible College gives thanks for those that have stepped out in faith to
partner with them in their mission of training, advocating and modeling Christ
to the students so that they may impact the community around them in a way
that reflects the heart of God.

BETHLEHEM ENCOUNTER MISSION TRIP
Fourteen adventuresome Canadians participated in a unique HOPE Outreach of Canada encounter trip to the
Holy Land October 18–Nov. 2, 2019. Organized by HOPE board member Beverley Timgren, who has spent
her adult life serving in the Middle East, this trip allowed participants to interact with local people and
ministries, particularly on the Palestinian side of the wall…ministries addressing issues of Christian education,
peace, justice, and reconciliation, empowering women, as well as caring for the poor and marginalized.

The group was based at the guest house at Bethlehem Bible College which was celebrating 40 years of God’s
faithfulness. Time at the College allowed for featured lectures with faculty members to give biblical, historical
and cultural insights relevant to the Palestinian–Israeli conflict and the local indigenous church as well as
reconciliation ministries. The program also included biblical site visits in Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Hebron,
Nazareth, Galilee, Jericho and more, but most important was the opportunity to meet, interact with, and
encourage a variety of local Christians—the “living stones” of the Holy Land.

The team agreed it was a full and exciting trip. One of the Canadian travellers said, “What struck us
immediately upon arrival was the Palestinian oppression with the massive concrete wall in North Bethlehem
and frequent checkpoints that the Israelis use to control the movement of the Palestinian people. Having the
opportunity to see some of the reconciliation work from a Christian perspective, as well as the work with
women and children’s groups provided hope at the grassroots level that possible change can happen.”
Another group member wrote, “While we cannot discern or comprehend fully the politics there, we have
come to know the plight of the Palestinians and their struggle to survive under inequitable social conditions.”
And a summary from another: “Seeing the biblical sites, made our understanding of God’s Word come alive
geographically and historically.

Three refugee camps are located in Bethlehem—Aida, al-Azzeh, and Dheisheh. Initially set up to
shelter thousands of Palestinian refugees in 1948, they are now home to their descendants and have become
densely crowded communities of concrete buildings on narrow, winding streets. Most cannot afford to live
elsewhere. One highlight was a visit to the Aida camp for a cooking class with the amazing women of the Noor
(Light) Project in support of the disabled children of families living in Aida and Azzeh camps.
The team participated in craft activity and singing with special needs kids at
House of Hope; visited a family whose home on their own property had been
bulldozed and later aided by the Holy Land Trust rebuilding project; helped pick
olives for a Palestinian family; visited the Tent of Nations (a harassed
Christian Palestinian farm with an entrance sign, “We Refuse To Be Enemies”);
and spent part of a morning working with the disabled young people at L’Arche.
We left financial love gifts with all of the ministries we visited and encouraged.
Sami Awad is the founder of the non-violence movement under Holy Land Trust in Bethlehem. He
said, “How does all this fit into our faith? If Jesus were here, would He stand with the marginalized, and
against the occupiers? No, Jesus never stands against anyone. Jesus calls us to love. The concept of loving
one’s enemy only exists in Christianity. How many of us really do so? Loving one’s enemy is a command.
Think of Jesus’ life and the Roman oppression in His society? It was probably even more difficult for Him.”
There were also other devotional times built into our busy schedule. A major spiritual highlight noted by
several was the time spent at the peaceful Garden Tomb in East Jerusalem where the group shared
communion together. “He is not here! He has risen as He said!”

One team member concluded, "Our biggest encouragement of this trip came unexpectedly from someone at
Bethlehem Bible College. One night after dinner at the college, George, our Christian local guide, was
downstairs with his two lovely children waiting for his wife, who is studying for her MA degree at the college.
She came down to greet us after her class. One of us asked her impulsively, ‘Would you become a missionary
after your education here?’ And she replied, ‘Of course!’ Please pray for her and her family. "
Another was deeply impacted by the words of Bethlehem Bible College President, Dr. Jack Sara:
“Please leave here with a new love for Jews and Palestinians, and a commitment to pray for
both.”
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem and pray for the peace of Bethlehem!

Join us for our next planned Bethlehem Encounter visit to the Holy Land!
Contact us at: office@hopeoutreach.ca.
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MUSALAHA: Summer Camps Report - 2019
children worked hard to get to know the “other” even if it wasn’t easy
- different languages, different cultures, and different world-views.
But these children were brave. They didn’t let what adults
would see as obstacles define their time together or
dissuade them from developing new friendships. These campers
were breaking down the walls society had built up between
them - one smile, one conversation, and one silly song at a
time. Reconciliation is about staying in and doing the hard work.

Reflections of 2019 Young Heroes
Camp Director
“I will stay.” The 10 year-old girl looked at me with clear
conviction and great courage. She wiped her tears and
walked boldly back to her room, back to a counselor from the
“other” side. It was the second night of the camp and we had
just finished a long conversation about her fears, her desire to
move to another room, and her longing to just go home. It all
just felt too hard. But, she stayed. Despite this young girl’s
fear and uncertainty, she chose to stay.
A couple of months ago, Musalaha hosted a summer camp
with Israeli and Palestinian youth. The theme of the camp
was “Young Heroes.” During Bible time, we studied
both young heroes in the Bible, as well as young heroes
having a positive influence in their communities today. Our
hope was to inspire these children, that they too, regardless of
their age, were capable of transforming their
communities for the better. That they too, could take
small actions like David to make a big difference, could
live life with the courage that Daniel had, and work
together as Mary Magdalene and the women who supported
Jesus’ ministry did.
And then, throughout the rest of the day, the campers were
given the opportunity to practice being young heroes. Whether
it was working together as a team during water games, having
the courage to sit next to someone different at lunch, or
choosing the small action of saying goodnight in the other’s
language, these children were practicing reconciliation. The

Yes, Musalaha summer camps are a lot of fun - we play soccer hard,
get wild with crazy games, swim circles around each other in the pool,
and dance like no one is watching. But, there is something deeper and
more lasting that takes place in the lives of these children.
Musalaha does not teach tolerance, it teaches love. A love that is
radical, revolutionary, and reconciling. While tolerance is important,
it is surface-level and short-term. It does not have the capacity to stay
in when things get hard. Love is staying in a conversation with
someone you disagree with. Love is staying in when society tells us to
leave. Love is not letting fear dictate our words or actions. Love is
bravely walking back to your room, even when you’re scared, as this
little 10-year old girl did. And love? It pushes you farther than you
think you can go. By the last night of camp, this young girl was
happily in her room, making greeting cards with her roommate and
counselor.
On the final morning of the camp, all of the counselors awarded their
campers a superhero cape and a certificate which stated a heroic
character trait they demonstrated throughout the week. This young
girl received the word courage - the courage to love, the courage to
continue, and the courage to stay.
Please join us in continuing to pray for the children and counselors
involved in this camp: that their lives and words and actions and
choices would reflect love and that they would continue to walk
confidently in their communities, as the young heroes that they are choosing love, choosing courage, choosing togetherness, choosing to
stay.
***********
Our thanks to HOPE Outreach of Canada donors who
faithfully support these summer camps. They include Jewish,
Muslim as well as Christian kids from both sides of the wall.
We want to financially fund a complete children's camp
again next summer. That will cost approximately $15,000 CAD.
Will you help again next summer?

Donate securely through our website: www.hopeoutreach.ca. While there you can learn more about our
ministry partners in the Holy Land. Be sure to see the video “Shepherd Society -Who We Are!"
HOPE Outreach of Canada
PO Box 32010 RPO Northland
London, ON N5V 5K4
Phone: 519-473-4267
Email: oﬃce@hopeoutreach.ca

